
William H Meers
A life story 



Early Life as a policeman
A news clip of early on in his career.

Link to his profile page on family tree:
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/188790893/person/212447906224/facts

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/188790893/person/212447906224/facts


Organized Band Loot Branch Cars

Newport Daily Independent
13 Feb 1905

Organized Band Loot Branch Cars
an entire case of shoes consigned to W. H. Meerswas stolen...

Link: https://www.newspapers.com/image/857924802/

Newport daily independent. (Newport, Ark.), 13 Feb. 1905. Chronicling 
America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/857924802/


Ramon Arrallenes
William H. Meerskills Ramon.

Link to his profile page on family tree:
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/188790893/person/212448247914/facts

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/188790893/person/212448247914/facts


El Paso Times
Monday, Sept 03, 1906

William H Meers(Will), special agent for Santa Fe RR company, shot and 
killed Ramon Arralleneswhen Ramon attacked Will with a knife. 

Will and his three-year-old son were on the way to market when they came 
upon two men who were coming out of a cantina and one of the men 
(Ramon) started a fight with Will and it resulted in Ramon getting killed.

Will notified the authorities and surrendered his weapon pending an 
investigation. 

Link: 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/432919838/?terms=Meers&match=1



8 Sep1906
El Paso, Texas
La Voz Del Pueblo, 
September08, 1906, Image1

Will Meerswas going to market with his son. He came 
upon two men and one of the men started a fight with 
Will. 
The man Ramon ArellanesŘǊŜǿ ŀ ƪƴƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏǳǘ ²ƛƭƭΩǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ 
at which point Will drew his gun and fired a shot at the 
man killing him instantly.

Spanish newspaper account of the fight and shot.

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/188790893/person/21244790
6224/media/d3639a22-acdb-4e55-9b60-
c77e066311e2?_phsrc=GnS2638&usePUBJs=true&galleryin
dex=6&sort=-created&sort=-created

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/188790893/person/212447906224/media/d3639a22-acdb-4e55-9b60-c77e066311e2?_phsrc=GnS2638&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/188790893/person/212447906224/media/d3639a22-acdb-4e55-9b60-c77e066311e2?_phsrc=GnS2638&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/188790893/person/212447906224/media/d3639a22-acdb-4e55-9b60-c77e066311e2?_phsrc=GnS2638&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/188790893/person/212447906224/media/d3639a22-acdb-4e55-9b60-c77e066311e2?_phsrc=GnS2638&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/188790893/person/212447906224/media/d3639a22-acdb-4e55-9b60-c77e066311e2?_phsrc=GnS2638&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created&sort=-created


William Henry Meerskills painter 1906

Albuquerque Morning Journal, 
Sept 05, 1906, Page 3, Image 3

El Paso, Texas

Painter Shot by 
Officer Meers
at El Paso

Will Meers, special officer for the Santa Fe Railroad company in its El 
Paso yards, Sunday morning shot and instantly killed Ramon Arallenea, a 
painter, in what Appears to have been clearly self-defense. 
Meerswas on his way to market with his three-year-old son, when they 
came upon two men fighting; Meerswas attacked by one of the men and 
he drew his gun and fired at the man who was coming at him with a 
knife.

Link: https://www.newspapers.com/image/765901268/

https://www.newspapers.com/image/765901268/


Early success as watchman
News clips of triumphs on the job.



El Paso Herald
28 Nov 1910
El Paso, Texas

Page 5, col 5, middle,

Meers, prevented an attempted 
burglary, Sunday night, when while 
making his rounds, he found a Jimmy 
in the rear of the show window. An 
effort had been made to break the 
padlock on the door.

Link: 
https://www.newspapers.com/image
/80980904/

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80980904/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80980904/


William H. Meershome life
Some clips of family life and business life apart from his normal job.



El Paso Herald
16 Oct 1916 
Pg 9, Col 1

El Paso, Texas
Mr and Mrs Meersgive dance for daughter Miss Margaret Meersat their 
home on Laurel St.

El Paso herald. (El Paso, Tex.), 16 Oct. 1916.
https://www.newspapers.com/image/99445980/

Also in:
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/99445980/


El Paso, Texas
Apartment in Mundy Heights

El Paso Herald, 
August 25, 1917, 

HOME EDITION, Development and Building 
Section, Image 26

https://www.newspapers.com/image/41411321/

https://www.newspapers.com/image/41411321/?
clipping_id=117742659

https://www.newspapers.com/image/41411321/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/41411321/?clipping_id=117742659
https://www.newspapers.com/image/41411321/?clipping_id=117742659


El Paso Herald
3 Nov 1917

El Paso, Texas
Advertisement for Meersapartment building

El Paso herald. (El Paso, Tex.), 03 Nov. 1917. Chronicling America: 
Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/49218499/

https://www.newspapers.com/image/49218499/


El Paso Herald
01 Apr 1919, Tue · Page 8

Twin Gusher Oil Co
New Local Enterprise

One of the late oil companies... Among the El 
Pasonansin the is company are... W. H. Meers...

Has 200 acres in Comanche county and 100 acres in 
Terrell county.

Link:
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80107215/



El Paso Herald
01 Apr 1919, Tue · Page 8

Twin Gusher Oil Co

¼ page ad in lower left corner of page 8

Has 200 acres in Comanche county and 100 acres in Terrell county.

Link:
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80107215/



William H. Meerson the job
News clips of his work and his death



Bisbee Daily Review

Bisbee, Arizona

20 Jan 1911, Fri ÅPage 8

News from El Paso, Texas - Jan 19, 1911

William Henry Meersarrests policeman Henry C Bernauerfor shooting Frank 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀŦŞ ǿƛǘƘ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΦ 

SEE Separate Section for the full story of Henry C Bernauer.

Link: https://www.newspapers.com/clip/117358732/bisbee-daily-review/

https://www.newspapers.com/paper/bisbee-daily-review/1271/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/bisbee-daily-review/1271/
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/117358732/bisbee-daily-review/


14 Jan 1919
El Paso, Texas
El Paso Herald., January 14, 1919, 
HOME EDITION, Page 5

Stafford Still Among Missing

Bank Watchman (W. H. Meers) Says He Saw Cashier Last Wednesday Night

T. J. Stafford, the local bank cashier who has been missing since last Tuesday, was 
seen on the night following his disappearance. Wednesday, between 9 and 10 
o'clock, by W. H. Meers, night watchman of local banks.

Link: https://www.newspapers.com/image/80076787/

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80076787/


Link to newspaper: https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51466/images/News-TE-
GA_DA_NE.1924_03_19_0001?pId=484559873

Galveston Daily News
Galveston, Texas

19 March 1924

Two Killed in Attempted Holdup

Bandits Try to Get Pay Roll of 
Galveston, Harrisburg & San 
Antonio Railroad Shops

Guard Chief and Shop Employee 
Die; Two are wounded

SEE NEXT Slide for more details

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51466/images/News-TE-GA_DA_NE.1924_03_19_0001?pId=484559873
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51466/images/News-TE-GA_DA_NE.1924_03_19_0001?pId=484559873


Galveston Daily News (Galveston, Texas)
19 March 1924

Guard Chief and Shop Employe Die Two are wounded
AP - El Paso, Tx 
March 18, 1924

Jose Carrasco arrested in connection with attempted pay roll 
holdup at Galveston, Harrisburg & San Antonio RR shops 
...attempt by four Mexicans to hold up two bank employees 
and two guards

William Meers, chief of the guards of the Wl Paso branch of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas was instantly killed.
AnasiacioLopez age 21 shop employe bystander also killed

George H Reed bank employe was wounded
C. A. Bitticksa guard also wounded
W. L. Laird a teller was not hurt as he ran from scene

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51466/im
ages/News-TE-GA_DA_NE.1924_03_19_0001?pId=484559873

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51466/images/News-TE-GA_DA_NE.1924_03_19_0001?pId=484559873
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51466/images/News-TE-GA_DA_NE.1924_03_19_0001?pId=484559873


El Paso Times
19 Mar 1924, Wed · Page 1
two articles side by side

the dead: William H Meers, 49, chief of the Federal Reserve bank guards, who 
resided at 521 East Blanchard St, and AnastacioLopez, 21, car repairer for the 
G.H. & S. A.

the wounded: C. A. Bitticks, bank watchman and guard living at 617 North Raynor 
St, George H Reed, teller for the American Trust and Savings bank, living at 3831 
Fort boulevard

the robber who was wounded:
Jose Carrasco, member of the bandit quartet, living at 607 1/2 ToailloSt
-----------------
on the far right is Jose Carrasco confesses all and gives fine detail in this 
newspaper account of the robbery and escape.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/433062796/

https://www.newspapers.com/image/433062796/


link to news page: The El Paso Times - 19 Mar 1924 - "Pay Car" Scene of holdup ς
https://www.newspapers.com/image/433062848/

https://www.newspapers.com/image/433062848/









































